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Alcohol  and  Boats: 

The  Problem 

A  new  law  passed  in  1985  makes  operating  a 
boat  under  the  influence  of  alcohol  or  drugs 
illegal  in  the  State  of  Illinois.  This  law  does 
not  ban  alcohol  from  boats:  that  would  not  be 
desirable  or  practical.  It  does,  however,  provide 
for  penalties  to  be  imposed  upon  those  peo¬ 
ple  who  use  alcohol  or  drugs  to  the  degree 
that  it  renders  them  incapable  of  safely  oper¬ 
ating  their  watercraft. 

Although  the  use  of  alcohol  is  accepted  in 
our  society,  most  adults  who  use  it  are  not 
aware  of  the  dangers  it  poses  to  their  minds 
and  bodies,  or  the  compounded  dangers  of 
boating  while  under  the  influence  of  alcohol. 


Alcohol  Impairs  a  Boater: 

1.  Balance  -  Balance  is  one  of  the  first  things 
to  be  impaired  by  alcohol.  Most  boating  fatal¬ 
ities  are  caused  by  an  accidental  fall  out  of 
the  boat.  Once  in  the  water,  even  able  swim¬ 
mers  lose  coordination  and  can  drown.  Sta¬ 
tistics  continually  remind  us  that  impaired 
balance  in  a  boat  can  lead  to  disaster. 

2.  Vision  —  Our  eyes  transmit  visual  images 
of  our  surroundings  to  our  brain.  Alcohol  in¬ 
duces  tunnel  vision,  blurs  the  sight  and  in¬ 
creases  eye  fixations,  thus  causing  incorrect 
information  to  be  transmitted  to  the  brain. 
These  visual  problems  can  cause  boating 
accidents. 

3.  Judgment  —  After  a  couple  of  drinks,  an 
average  person’s  brain  cannot  rapidly  integrate 
information.  In  skills  tests,  alcohol-impaired 
boat  operators  all  reported  that  they  were  bet¬ 
ter  operators  while  intoxicated  than  when 
sober,  despite  instrument  readings  that  docu¬ 
mented  their  reduced  performance.  Alcohol 
reduces  inhibitions,  causing  normally  cautious 
people  to  try  stunts  or  enter  high-risk  situa¬ 
tions  a  sober  person  would  avoid. 


How  Many  Drinks  Does 
It  Take  to  Make  a 
Person  Intoxicated? 

Alcohol  affects  everyone  differently  based 
upon  the  following  factors:  body  size,  age  of 
drinker,  amount  of  food  in  the  stomach  and 
how  quickly  the  alcohol  was  consumed. 


Know  Your  Limit 


86  PROOF 
IV2  oz. 


WINE 
4  oz. 
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BAC  to  .05% 


Be  careful!  Loss  of  judgment,  decreased  coordination, 
thinking  dulled,  changes  in  mood  and  behavior. 


BAC  .05% 
to  .09% 


BAC  .10% 
and  over 


Operating  ability  impaired!  Walking,  speech,  and  hand 
movements  clumsy.  Blurred,  split  or  tunnel  vision  may 
occur.  Judgment  and  boat  operating  ability  impaired. 
Chance  of  accident  is  greatly  increased. 

Do  not  operate  a  boat!  Inhibitions  and  judgment  seri¬ 
ously  affected.  Responses  slowed  and  dull.  Behavior 
greatly  affected.  High  risk  of  accident. 


Alcohol  enters  the  bloodstream  immediately. 

It  takes  IV2  hours  for  a  12  oz.  drink  to  leave 
the  body  of  an  average  sized  person.  A  person 
may  remain  intoxicated  hours  after  drinking 
or  even  the  next  day  following  a  night  of 
drinking. 

Can  One  Sober 
Up  Quickly? 

It  is  a  myth  that  a  hot  cup  of  coffee  or  a  cold 
shower  will  sober  one  up  —  there  is  no  quick 
way.  Only  by  stopping  consumption  and  allow¬ 
ing  the  alcohol  to  be  eliminated  through  nor¬ 
mal  body  processes  can  one  sober  up. 


Alcohol  Facts 

1.  Alcohol  is  a  depressant  that  slows  brain 
and  spinal  cord  activity. 

2.  The  possibility  of  a  boating  accident  in¬ 
creases  threefold  after  one  drink. 

3.  Over  1,200  people  die  in  boating  accidents 
every  year. 

4.  90%  of  them  drown.  Drowning  is  the  third 
leading  cause  of  accidental  death  in  the 
United  States. 


5.  More  than  half  of  those  drownings  involved 
alcohol. 


Always  Wear  a  Personal 
Flotation  Device 


An  intoxicated  person  not  wearing  a  personal 
flotation  device  faces  a  greater  chance  of 
drowning  than  the  person  not  drinking  and 
wearing  a  PFD.  Although  not  required  by  state 
law,  wearing  your  PFD  is  the  wisest  safety  pre¬ 
caution  you  can  take. 


THIS  WONT  SAVE  YOUR 
LIFE  UNLESS  YOU’RE 
WEARING  IT 
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Alcohol  and  Boats: 

The  Law  in  Illinois 

1.  No  person  shall  operate  any  watercraft  while 
under  the  influence  of  alcohol  or  drugs. 

2.  Anyone  arrested  for  “Operation  Under  the 
Influence”  can  be  required  to  submit  to  the 
same  chemical  tests  as  would  be  required  for 
drivers  of  motor  vehicles. 

3.  Refusal  to  submit  to  tests  will  result  in 
watercraft  operation  privileges  being  sus¬ 
pended  for  one  year. 

4.  No  person  can  knowingly  allow  someone 
“Under  the  Influence”  to  operate  any  water¬ 
craft  under  their  supervision. 

5.  Conviction  under  this  law  can  result  in  se¬ 
vere  penalties  (fine  and/or  imprisonment)  and 
loss  of  watercraft  operation  privileges. 


NO 

THANKS 


I’M  BOATING 


For  more  information  on  Illinois  Boating  Safety 
Laws,  contact  the  Division  of  Law  Enforcement 
at  524  South  Second  Street,  Springfield,  IL 
62701-1787  or  your  Regional  Conservation  of¬ 
fice  shown  below: 


REGION  I 
2612  LOCUST  ST. 
STERLING  IL 
61081 

[815]  625-0086 

REGION 
110  JAMES  ROAD 
SPRING  GROVE,  IL 
60081 

[815]  675-2385 
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REGION 
8  HENSON  PLACE 
CHAMPAIGN,  IL 
61820 

[217]  333-5773 

REGION  IV 
34  W.  BROADWAY 
ALTON,  I L  62002 
[618]  462-1181 

REGION  V 
R.R.  4,  BOX  68 
BENTON,  IL  62812 
[618]  435-8138 


UNIVERSITY  OF  ILLINOIS-URBANA 


3  0112  122614818 

The  Department  of  Conservation  does  not  discriminate  on  the  basis  of  race,  color,  sex,  national  origin,  age,  or 
handicap  in  admission  to,  or  treatment  or  employment  in  programs  or  activities  in  compliance  with  the  Illinois  Human 
Rights  Act,  the  Illinois  Constitution,  Title  VI  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act,  Section  504  of  the  Rehabilitation  Act  of 
1973  as  amended,  and  the  U.S.  Constitution.  The  Equal  Employment  Opportunity  Officer  is  responsible  for  com¬ 
pliance  and  may  be  reached  at  217/782-7616.  Printed  by  Authority  of  the  State  of  Illinois  (R6-5737 _ 50M _ 3/86) 


